June 16, 2022

The ranking member is 100 percent cor-
rect: We are going to have a lot of over-
sight to do to make sure that the vet-
erans get the healthcare and the bene-
fits that they have earned and that
they deserve. That is the congressional
intent that we have with this bill. So
oversight will be critically important.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this is
the greatest advance in veterans’
healthcare in decades. It wouldn’t have
happened without JERRY MORAN and
the amazing work of Chairman JON
TESTER who persisted through so many
different turns and twists and difficul-
ties. Every veteran in America, every
American, should give tremendous
thanks to Senator TESTER and Senator
MORAN.

I yield the floor and urge a vote.

VOTE ON H.R. 3967

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
is expired.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill, as amended,
pass?

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Montana (Mr. DAINES) and the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER).

The result was announced—yeas 84,
nays 14, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 230 Leg.]

YEAS—84
Baldwin Gillibrand Murphy
Barrasso Graham Murray
Bennet Grassley Ossoff
Blackburn Hagerty Padilla
Blumenthal Hassan Peters
Blunt Hawley Portman
Booker Heinrich Reed
Boozman Hickenlooper Rosen
Braun Hirono Rubio
Brown Hoeven Sanders
Cantwell Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe Schatz
Cardin Johnson Schumer
Carper Kaine Scott (FL)
Casey Kelly Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Shaheen
Collins King Sinema
Coons Klobuchar Smith
Cornyn Leahy Stabenow
Cortez Masto Lujan Sullivan
Cotton Manchin Tester
Cramer Markey Van Hollen
Cruz Marshall Warner
Duckworth McConnell Warnock
Durbin Menendez Warren
Ernst Merkley Whitehouse
Feinstein Moran Wyden
Fischer Murkowski Young

NAYS—14
Burr Lee Risch
Crapo Lummis Romney
Lankford Paul
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Rounds Thune Toomey

Shelby Tillis Tuberville
NOT VOTING—2

Daines Wicker

The bill (H.R. 3967) as amended, was
passed.

HONORING OUR PACT ACT OF 2021

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the pas-
sage of the Sergeant First Class Heath
Robinson Honoring Our Promise to Ad-
dress Comprehensive Toxics Act of
2022, or PACT Act, is an example of
what can happen when the Congress
puts aside partisanship and comes to-
gether for the good of the country and,
importantly, our veterans.

Each of us, in every State and in
every congressional district across the
country, has a friend, a neighbor, or a
constituent, a veteran, or an Active-
Duty servicemember, who has become
sick or died from exposure to toxics
while serving in the military. And for
too many of those people, recognition
of the connection between their ill-
nesses and toxic exposures came too
late.

Early in my time in the Senate, I
heard from Vietnam veterans who were
sickened by exposure to herbicides
such as Agent Orange. Too many of
these veterans died before Congress
pushed the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to recognize and treat their ill-
nesses or compensate them for the dis-
ability caused by our own govern-
ment’s use of such a toxic substance
throughout Vietnam and in other parts
of Southeast Asia.

I hoped we would have learned from
our mistakes there. I hoped we would
learn from the veterans and civilians
who suffered from radiation exposure
when we tested the atomic bomb. I
hoped we would learn from the vet-
erans who came home from the first
Gulf War with unexplained illnesses.

But just a few years ago, I watched
my dear friend, BG Mike Heston, rav-
aged by pancreatic cancer, fight for the
VA and the Department of Defense to
acknowledge that his cancer was
caused by exposure to the burn pits
that had been used during his tours in
Afghanistan.

Mike served as a Vermont State
trooper for 26 years and for 33 years in
the military, including in the Marine
Corps Reserve and the Vermont Na-
tional Guard. He served his State and
his country without question. When he
got sick, he should not have had to
spend his precious remaining time
fighting for the government to ac-
knowledge what caused his illness.

But Mike did fight. Mike fought to
ensure that his family, his two wonder-
ful children, Kelsey and Keegan, would
be cared for if he succumbed to his ill-
ness. He and his wife June also fought
to make sure that other veterans
would not have to endure what they
did, that they might get an earlier di-
agnosis, that they might not have to
spend any of their precious moments
fighting for the benefits they earned.

After Mike passed away in 2018, June
continued and expanded the fight.
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Joining her in Vermont were Staff Ser-
geant Wesley Black, who died last year
of colon cancer at the age of 36, leaving
behind his wife Laura and son Ronan;
Pat Cram, widow of Sergeant Major
Mike Cram, who died of prostate can-
cer at the age of 47; and many others
who through their experience with
friends or loved ones were determined
to make sure that things would be bet-
ter for those who followed.

As we stand here today prepared to
enact one of the most sweeping pack-
ages of veterans benefits and
healthcare measures in modern his-
tory, I am thinking of Mike and June,
of Kelsey and Keegan, of Mike and Pat,
and of Wesley and Laura and Ronan.
And I know that each Senator voting
yes today is thinking of people in their
States and districts who are sick or
who have died as a result of exposure
to toxics while serving our country.

Their stories are meaningful, and
they, themselves, ensured that their
sacrifice is meaningful, too. And I hope
that this time we will learn from our
experiences with toxic substances and
hold the Department of Defense to a
higher standard in the future.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SCHATZ). Pursuant to rule XXII, the
Chair lays before the Senate the pend-
ing cloture motion, which the clerk
will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 969, Ana
Isabel de Alba, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Richard Blumenthal, Alex Padilla,
Christopher A. Coons, Gary C. Peters,
Elizabeth Warren, Magzie K. Hirono,
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith, Mark R.
Warner, Edward J. Markey, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Martin Heinrich, Jeanne
Shaheen, Sherrod Brown, Margaret
Wood Hassan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Ana Isabel de Alba, of California, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of California, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Montana (Mr. DAINES), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-
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SMITH),

sissippi (Mr. WICKER).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,

nays 43, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 231 Leg.]

YEAS—52
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Schatz
Brown Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Leahy Smith
Casey Lujan Stabenow
Collins Manchin Tester
Coons Markey
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Feinstein Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Graham Ossoff Wyden
Hassan Padilla
NAYS—43
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Rounds
Blunt Hawley Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sasse
Braun Inhofe Scott (FL)
Burr Johnson Scott (SC)
Caplpo Kennedy Shelby
Cassidy Lankford Sullivan
Cornyn Lee Thune
Cotton Lummis Tillis
Cramer Marshall
Crapo McConnell T"Om“f
Cruz Moran Tuberville
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Portman
NOT VOTING—b5
Daines Romney Wicker
Hyde-Smith Sanders
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

KING). On this vote, the yeas are 52, the
nays 43.

The motion was agreed to.

NOMINATION OF ANA ISABEL DE ALBA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this
work period, the Senate will continue
to confirm highly qualified, diverse
nominees to the Federal judiciary.

First on the list is Judge Ana Isabel
de Alba, who has been nominated to
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of California.

A San Joaquin Valley native, Judge
de Alba has served as a Superior Court
Judge for Fresno County, CA, since
2018. She has presided over thousands
of hearings and more than seven bench
trials before the court’s Criminal Mis-
demeanor Division, the Juvenile Jus-
tice Division, and the Environmental
Quality Act Panel.

Prior to her judicial service, Judge de
Alba practiced for 11 years at a Fresno-
area law firm, where she became part-
ner in just 5 years and specialized in
business, employment, construction,
and personal injury law. In addition to
her expansive litigation practice before
California State courts, Judge de Alba
handled many administrative law
trials before a State agency as well as
a Federal jury trial.

Judge de Alba earned her B.A. with
highest honors and her J.D. from the
University of California at Berkeley.

The American Bar Association has
unanimously rated Judge de Alba as
“‘Qualified” to serve on the Eastern

District of California, and she also has
received the strong support of her
home State Senators, Mrs. FEINSTEIN
and Mr. PADILLA.

With her record of fair-minded judi-
cial service and years of litigation ex-
perience, Judge de Alba will serve her
home district well as a Federal district
court judge.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Cloture
having been invoked, the Senate will
proceed to executive session.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Ana Isabel de
Alba, of California, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of California.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 919, Mary
T. Boyle, of Maryland, to be a Commissioner
of the Consumer Product Safety Commission
for a term of seven years from October 27,
2018.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard
Blumenthal, Christopher A. Coons,
Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Jack Reed, Jacky Rosen,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy Klobuchar,
Ron Wyden, Debbie Stabenow, Jeff
Merkley, Michael F. Bennet, Chris-
topher Murphy, Edward J. Markey.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Mary T. Boyle, of Maryland, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission for a term of
seven years from October 27, 2018, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Montana (Mr. DAINES), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH), and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:
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the Senator from Utah (Mr.
ROMNEY), and the Senator from Mis-
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[Rollcall Vote No. 232 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Carper Tujan Sinema
Casey Manchin :glbt:n ow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Wa?ren
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden
Heinrich Peters
NAYS—47

Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Casslldy Kennedy Scott (SC)
Collins Lankford
Cornyn Lee Shelby

: Sullivan
Cotton Lummis
Cramer Marshall Thupe
Crapo McConnell Tillis
Cruz Moran Toomey
Ernst Murkowski Tuberville
Fischer Paul Young

NOT VOTING—4

Daines Warnock
Hyde-Smith Wicker

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). On this vote, the yeas are 49,
the nays are 47.

The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Mary T. Boyle, of Maryland, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission for a term of
seven years from October 27, 2018.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

——————

MOTION TO DISCHARGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, as we
await completion of the gun safety bill,
today, the Senate is taking another
important step to protect communities
from gun violence, moving forward
with the nomination of Steven
Dettelbach, to be Director of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives.

In a few moments, I will move to dis-
charge Mr. Dettelbach’s nomination
from the Judiciary Committee. After
that, I am going to make sure his nom-
ination moves through this Chamber
rapidly.

The bipartisan gun safety legislation
currently being negotiated is crucially
important but so is having a fully
staffed ATF. And my colleagues, listen
to this: We haven’t had a Director of
ATF since 2015. Gun violence is ripping
through the Nation, Kkilling so many,
and we still don’t have a Director of
ATF. That is just outrageous, at a time
when we need one more than ever.
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